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which makes life desirable. They have been accustomed
to call them, in the language of the country, ma, bap—
mother> father—and to expect everything to be done for
them as if they were still helpless children. This can
not be said of all, but it must be acknowledged this
unduly dependent spirit has been often shown. A
greater wrong could not be done to orphans, when grown
to maturity, than to treat them as children, unable to
make their own way in the world. This would be to
destroy all strength of character, and turn them into
abject, and at the same time discontented, paupers.
Few have been so destitute of common sense as to have
supposed -that in this way they were to be supported, but
there has been a tendency to expect the missionaries to
set them out on a career of self-support, and remove all
obstacles in their way without any special effort on their
part, and when difficulties have arisen to fall back-on
their missionary friends to set them nut afresh. "When
these expectations have not been realized, they have
been disposed to view their guardians as having failed in
parental duty and affection1. We have known cases
where the rough experience of life has taught self-depen-
dence, and thankfulness also for the treatment, which at
the time was regarded as unkind, but had led to lasting
benefit. So far as we have been able to ascertain, the
ordinary feeling among those who had been inmates of
orphan institutions, and of 4heir descendants, has been
one of affection and gratitude to those who have watched
over them and provided for them in their days of help-
lessness, and who have toiled and in many cases suffered
to promote their temporal and spiritual good. When
travelling we have met many of this class, and have been
much gratified by the spirit they have shown.

